
John Toyama  Clarinet
Mr. Toyama took up clarinet in Jr. High and continued through High School 
but then put it aside for a brief 24-year hiatus. In the mean time he attended 
university in Hawaii, and following graduation worked in the hotel industry for 
15 years (you know the mints on the pillows? ...John’s idea) and is currently 
a Janitorial Supervisor for a residential condominium. John enjoys reading, 
especially technical manuals and science fi ction. His other interests include 
exploring volcanoes and underwater caves and traveling through National Parks 
where he excels at family photography. He enjoys croquet, spending time with 
his daughter, and tinkering as a sound recording artist. John’s musical resume 
includes performing with the Community Presbyterian Church Orchestra, 
the Pleasanton Playhouse production of The King And I, and is the Assistant 
Concertmaster with the Danville Community Band. John’s birthday is today!

Karyn Weber  Bass Clarinet, Alto Clarinet
Ms. Weber, a retired Administrative Assistant, is the manager of Clarinet Fusion. 
She began playing clarinet in Junior High School, switched to bass clarinet in 
High School (where she was a Bank of America Achievement Award winner 
for Music) and later added alto clarinet to her repertoire. Karyn’s interests 
include such diverse elements as eating ice cream (of all kinds), studying the 
compaction ratios of gravel fi ll for construction sites, crossword puzzles, and 
toothpick sculpture. Another talent on Karyn’s musical resume includes several 
live performances in the well-known musical The Phantom of the Opera. Over 
the years Karyn has played for numerous honor bands including the All-Western 
States Intercollegiate Honor Band. She has played in community bands for 
over thirty years. In addition to Clarinet Fusion, Karyn plays alto clarinet with 
the Walnut Creek Concert Band and Contra Costa Wind Symphony, and bass 
clarinet with the Danville Community Band.

Harold Wright  Clarinet, Piano
Mr. Wright (Hal), Professor Emeritus, earned his Doctorate in Music in 1955 
from Columbia University, and later served as head of the Music Department at 
Northern Michigan University where, in 1993, he received a second Doctoral 
Degree. He started on piano in grade school, picked up clarinet in 7th grade (in 

his father’s footsteps as a clarinetist) and followed up 
learning fl ute, trumpet, and sax. He played solo clarinet 
with the 5th Marine Division Band from 1942-1946.
Hal is well known musically around the Bay Area as 
a soloist and chamber musician on clarinet and piano. 

He is a long-standing member of the Walnut Creek 
Concert Band, as well as stints with the Contra Costa 

Chamber Orchestra, Diablo Symphony, Diablo Light Opera 
Company, and The Performing Arts Society.

Hal celebrated his 95th birthday this past spring.

•  Clarinet Fusion  •

Clarinet Fusion (kler-ə-ˈnet  ˈfyü-zhən)  n.   1. The 
process of the sound of single-reed, tubular woodwind 
instruments merging diverse, distinct, or separate 
elements into a unifi ed whole.

Clarinet FusionClarinet Fusion

7:00PM
Thursday, December 1, 2011

Montecito  • 4756 Clayton Rd.
Concord

All I want ForAll I want For
ChristmasChristmas



1. Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (1st Mvt.) ..................... W.A. Mozart/F. Sacci

2. Angels We Have Heard On High .......................... arr. James Christensen

3. Deck The Halls.............................................traditional/arr. Bill Holcombe

4. Up On The Rooftop......................................traditional/arr. Bill Holcombe

5. All Men Now Sing, Rejoice! .................................................. J.S. Bach

6. Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas .................H.Martin & R.Blane

7. Swinging On A Star ............................Johnny Burke & Jimmy Van Heusen

 Ed Chow, Clarinet & Hal Wright, Piano

8. Dizzy Fingers .............................................. Edward Elzear “Zez” Confrey

 Hal Wright, Piano

9. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen ........... traditional/arr. Marshall “Tiny” Rips

10. We Three Kings ............................... John H. Hopkins/arr. Lennie Niehaus 

11. Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer ........... J. Marks/arr. J. Christensen

12. Variations on Adeste Fideles ......................Raynor Taylor/tr. Johnston

13. Sleigh Ride (Troika) ............................. Sergei Prokofi ev/arr. Daniel Dorff

14. Winter Wonderland ...................... Felix Bernard/arr. Marshall “Tiny” Rips

15. Russian Dance from the Nutcracker Suite ...................P.Tsjaikowsky

16. White Christmas ............................ Irving Berlin/arr. Marshall “Tiny” Rips

Encore - Perpetuum Mobile ......................Johann Strauss II/arr. David Schorr

Program Personnel
Joan Carter  Clarinet, Bass Clarinet
Ms. Carter has been playing clarinet since seventh grade, after a short stint with 
the alto sax. In 2006, she started playing bass clarinet also. She studied clarinet 
with Gene Roandelli.  When not involved with music, Joan enjoys time with her 
family, swimming, traveling, weaving fabulous tapestries, and listening to jazz.  
Joan is an occasional amateur ice cream sommelier for her daughter who works 
for Dreyer’s. Other favorite pastimes include collecting garden gnomes, and 
going on long hikes which typically result in serious off-road adventures. 
Joan’s other musical forays include playing with the East Bay Symphonic Band, 
the Contra Costa Wind Symphony, the Castro Valley Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Temple Hill Symphony Orchestra.  She is a member of the Association 
of Concert Bands and the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society, and a board 
member of the Friends of the Golden Gate Park Band.

Ed Chow - Clarinet
Mr. Chow’s lifelong passion for music began as a 7th grader while growing up 
in the North Beach neighborhood of San Francisco. He went on to play clarinet 
and bass clarinet in high school, clarinet in the UC Berkeley Wind Ensemble and 
alto saxophone in the Cal Band. Ed has been the principal clarinetist with the 
Danville Community Band since the band’s inception in September, 2001. He 
recently became a member of the Contra Costa Wind Symphony as well. Ed is a 
retired state worker and in October, 2010, he also retired as a Staff Sergeant and 
principal clarinetist with the 59th Army Band of the California Army National 
Guard in Sacramento after nearly 30 years of service. He is married and is 
especially proud of his two grown children, Eric and Lisa, both of whom are 
clarinet players.

George March  Clarinet, Bass Clarinet
After shunning piano lessons by his mother, Mr. March began clarinet at the age 
of 9, studying under the tutelage of Dana Morgan, Sr. He added bass clarinet in 
Jr. High, and sax in High School. Today he plays nearly all of the instruments of 
the saxophone family, and has dabbled in fl ute, trombone, baritone, bugle and 
oboe. George has done drafting and graphics since 1985, and been a full-time 
stay-at-home-dad since 1992. His hobbies include gold panning, sailing, lamp 
making, and plant propagation, and he has been an Archery Instructor at the past 
two National Scout Jamborees. His musical background 
includes playing in pit orchestras with several regional 
theater groups, most recently with StarStruck Theater 
in Fremont, and the Willows Theatre in Concord. He 
also plays with the Ohlone College Community Band, 
the California Repercussions Marching Band, and 
the Danville Community Band where he is also the 
Business Manager.


